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NJ School Zone Design Guide

New Jersey W=
School Zone F

Design Guide L
(B B

Provides guidance for the
schools, communities,
and local governments
involved in the effort to
enable and encourage
children to walk and bike
to school

Focuses on engineering
measures that can make
the environment around
schools safe to walk and
bike to school
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NJ School Zone Design Guide

A comprehensive guide divided into
the following chapters:

Chapter 1: Intro and Overview
Chapter 2: What is a School Zone?

Chapter 3: MUTCD Traffic Control
for School Areas

Chapter 4: Determining Placement
of Crossing Guards

Chapter 5: Crossing the Street
(treatments that can provide safer
crossings at intersections and midblock)
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NJ School Zone Design Guide

Chapter 6: Along the Street
(infrastructure to make walking and
bicycling safer)

Chapter 7: Traffic Calming
(engineering techniques to slow motor
vehicle speed)

Chapter 8: Students and Bicycling
(ways to improve and encourage biking
to and from school)

Chapter 9: The School Site and
Grounds

Chapter 10: Crime Prevention
through Environmental Design
(design can help reduce personal safety
issues and concerns)
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NJ School Zone Design Guide

Chapter 11: Schools near
Railroad Crossings (unique
concerns with RR crossings along
routes to school)

Chapter 12: Schools near
Highway Ramps

Chapter 13: Maintenance and
Other Improvements

Chapter 14: How to Start
Improving your School Zone
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NJ School Zone Design Guide

Throughout the guide:

= Resources - websites, sources,

Illustrations of various issues
and best practices

Spotlights gathered from
schools and communities
across NJ

organizations, etc. from
throughout the US

Poor example: The shrubbery adjacent to this sidew alk is overgrown and hlocks
this student’s view into the school yard. Image: The RBA Group

Spotlight: JFK Elementary School in Jamesbur

In2005,theJFKSchoolandthe Borough developed an Action
Plan with support from NJDOT, Keep Middlesex Moving

In 2007, Jamesburg was awarded a SRTS grant to make
improvements to the school zone around JFK School

the redesign of the horseshoe driveway drop-off

TMA, and a consultant team. During the develop of

the plan, congestion and motorist-pedestrian conflicts at

JEK School’s Davison Avenue horseshoe entrance during

arrival and departure times were identified as issues that led

to unsafe condmons for pedeslnans and cyclists. 'lhe Plan
! g the following design el

in and around ihe horseshoe driveway:

« one-way pick-up/drop-off pattern striping,

« high-visibility crosswalks across the driveway entrances, and

« fence along the back of the stdewalk between the entrances
A mid-block

to deter children from crossing D
or at the middle of the horseshoe.

Before

and pid:up area. One-way pick-up and drop-off arrows
were striped, high-visibility crosswalks across the driveway
entrances were installed and the curb ramps were made
ADA compliant. Fencing was also installed between the
entrances to funnel pedestrians towards the safest routes.
After
\ > IR
l  High-visibility
crosswalks across the
driveway entrances
Fencing lonqlhe
W] back of the sidewalk|

between the
driveway entrances

One-way pick-up/
drop-off striping
and signage in the
“hor

Sidewalk along the edge of the
tsidewalk along
the street with the school entrance

Good example: The trees along the left-hand side of this sidewalk create
a visual houndary hetween the sidewalk and the road. The tree canopy is
maintained high enough that eyelevel views are not impeded.

Image: The RBA Group
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NJ School Zone Design Guide

A tremendous resource -- book mark it!

= www.State.nj.us/transportation/community/srts/started.shtm

= www.saferoutesnj.org/nj-school-zone-design-guide/

NJ Home | Services A to Z | DepartmentsiAgencies| FAQs

State o NEW JERSEY

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Chris Christie, Governor | Kim Guadagno, Lieutenant Govemor

NJDOT Home ~ | About NJDOT - | Nycommutercom - Bl Reference/Links ~
In the Works ~ | capital Program ~ | Freight, Air and Water ~

Site Index | Search: NJ Home NJDOT @

Safe Routes to School
Overview
Resources 2
Safe Routes to School EX¥ EN
Funding
Applications
Frequently Asked Questions Resources
P
fograms The New Jersey Safe Routes to School Toolbox
Strategies This Toolbox is designed to provide information on launching a New
Demonstration Programs Jersey Safe Routes to School (SRTS) program to all community

= partners - educators, law enforcement, public officials and residents.
Success Stories
News and Events The materials below highlight various techniques and tips aimed at
getting a New Jersey SRTS program under way:
Contact Us
= o Build Your SRTS Team (pdf 294k}

Heetublinis e Develop a Basic Travel Plan for Your School (pdf 222k)
e Travel Plan Guide (pdf 1.14m)
® SRTS Glossary of Terms (pdf241k)
* SRTS Implementation Costs (pdf 247k)
e Walk and Bike to School Event Fact Sheet (pdf291k)
o Evaluating Your SRTS Program (pdf 865k)
e Who's Who in New Jersey for Safe Routes to School (pdf 119k)
* Engineering Solutions for Safe Routes (pdf 1m)

- g?#g rF.!st?llltes to School

Safe Routes R

ognition Programs v | Resources v

hat's Happening | ContactUs v

#  NJ School Zone Design Guide

NJ School Zone Design Guide

The New Jersey School Zone Design Guide provides guidance for the community,
government and schools involved i the effort to enable and encourage children, including those
with disabilties to walk and bicycle to school. This Guide was prepared for the News Jersey
Department of Transportation by the RBA Group and Fitzgerald & Haliday, Inc.

Purpose: The Guide is intended to be used as a resource for school boards, school
administration, police, parents and engineers to advance the goals of the Safe Routes to School
program.

« Focus is on engineering measures that can be utilized to make the environment to, from
and around schools safe for children and parents to walk and bicycle to school.

* Physical to the in and around schools that are
intended to improve access and safety for active travel and minimize conflicts with motor
vehicles.

« Examples can range from simple sidewalk replacementirepair to more complex traffic
calming such as speed humps and curb extensions.

New: Jersey School Zone Design Guide (ful report) — PDF of 8.1 m

New Jersey School Zone Design Guide — by chapter:

Chapter 1 — Introduction and Overview (PDF)
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New Crossing Guard Resources

New Crossing Guard Website

» The updated Crossing Guard
Resource Center Webpage is
visually cleaner to provide
supervisors easy access to
resources, including the new
Crossing Guard Training Video.

n gf&%y - m gg”ffl‘!sgltes to School

m Crossing guard supervisors
who participated in the Train-
the-Trainer Course have
access to a PowerPoint
presentation based on the
training they received.

http://www.njcrossingguards.org
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New Crossing Guard Resources

Tip Sheet for Crossing Guard Supervisors

Reviews crossing guard Dl el L | [

Crossing Guard o s sy

Crossing guard shall be provided with a uniform which shall The driver of a vehicle must

. .
. identify his/her function and which shall be distinct from stop and stay stopped for a

" the uniform of a member of the regular police pedestrian crossing the
quipment o e )

department or force.

- crosswalk, but shall yield the
Such uniform shall include but not be limited to: right-of-way to a pedestrian E &
] o Safety vest, womn over all other clothing. This vest shall crossing the roadway within
be high-visibility retroreflective safety apparel ‘st Unmarked droséwalcat s e e
REQUIRED BEST USEFUL © Hatand intersection, except at
- EQUIPMENT PRACTICE EQUIPMENT ®  Breast and hat badges which shall bear an crosswalks whenthe
] B e S t r a Ct I C e identification number and the name of the municipality "“’Vf':‘;‘;"' ‘:"" ':h*“""s A
i Hodingh regulated by police officersor | @ | ==
Hat with Brim Reflective Gloves Umbrella I which the crossing guard s smployed. traffic control signals, or
i where otherwise prohibited
Whistle LED Stop Paddle Hesdchonse Although the law requires breast and hat badges, oth
Safety Vest P P departments are using other forms of identification such as by municipal, county, or

g om
u STOP Paddle 3-in-1 Jacket Stop and Stay Open-Toed Shoes lanyards, clip badges, or patches. Badges help to identify State regulation.
Sturdy Shoes Stopped Sign Sitting the crossing guard as an official employee of the municipal (Additional exceptions.)
Municipal ID Orange Cones police department
Reminder about what

Federal Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD)
2009 Edition with Revisions No. 1 and 2 Incorporated, May 2012

Section 6E.02 High-Visibility Safety Apparel

Standard: .

snou Nno e used a . P —
guards shall wear high-visibility retroreflective safety apparel labeled as ANSI 107-2004
standard.

1 Section 7D.05 Operating Procedures for Adult Crossing Guards
eir pos

02 Adult crossing guards shall use a STOP paddle. The STOP paddle shall be the primary hand.-signaling
device.

03 The STOP (R1-1) paddie shall be an octagonal shape. The background of the STOP face shall be red with at
least 6-inch series upper-case white letters and border. The paddle shall be at least 18 inches in size and have
the word message STOP on both sides. The paddle shall be retroreflectorized or illuminated when used
during hours of darkness

Standard:
06 If flashing lights are used on the STOP paddle, the flash rate shall be at least 50, but no more than 60, flash
periods per minute.

Also provides:
= NJ statute on uniforms
sities RUTGERS
i TIGE

Source: Federal Highway

Wwww.njcrossingguards.or;

Visit the NJ Safe Routes to School Resource Center website at to find out about crossing guard supervisor training

classes, crossing guard training materials, model policies, Crosswalk Heroes training video and other important
information and resources.

= NJ Stop and Stay !
Stopped law s il o @I
= FHWA/MUTCD standards
for safety vests and
STOP paddles
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New Crossing Guard Resources

Crossing Guard Training Video

JJJJJJ

CROSSWALK HEROES

Techniques and Tactics for Crossing Guards

VTC introduced a new crossing
guard training video this year.

The video reviews:

New Jersey laws that
support crossing guards

Crossing procedures

Expectations and duties of
crossing guards

Importance of crossing
guard uniform and
equipment
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New Crossing Guard Resources

Crossing Guard Training Program and Best Practice

= Webinar for the National
Center for Safe Routes to —
School in August 2014. degitraining

= Poster at the National preskp e oy
ProWalk/ProBike B L i
Conference |n Plttsburgh’ healthy and strong

PA in September 2014.

Augusl 27, 2014

= Requests for information
and material from the State
of Florida and Peoria,
Illinois crossing guard
programs.
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Questions? Contact Us

Elise Bremer-Nei, AICP/PP
Safe Routes to School Coordinator NEw JERSEY

NJ Department of Transportation
elise.bremer-nei@dot.nj.gov SafeSqu‘Utels
Leigh Ann Von Hagen, AICP/PP to c oo

Senior Research Specialist )
NJ SRTS Resource Center f C%
Voorhees Transportation Center

lavh@eijb.rutgers.edu

Sean Meehan, smeehan@ejb.rutgers.edu
Trish Sanchez, trish.sanchez@eijb.rutgers.edu
Catherine Bull, catherine.bull@ejb.rutgers.edu

@ RyTGF RS



mailto:elise.bremer-nei@dot.state.nj.us
mailto:lavh@ejb.rutgers.edu
mailto:smeehan@ejb.rutgers.edu
mailto:trish.sanchez@ejb..rutgers.edu
mailto:catherine.bull@ejb.rutgers.edu

