
NJ Safe Passing Law Overview

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This brief presentation provides an overview of New Jersey's new Safe Passing Law, which went into effect on March 1, 2022. It also covers some frequently asked questions about the law and the rollout of similar laws in other states.
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These efforts are jointly-funded through the New Jersey Department of Transportation and the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic Safety. 



What is the 
new Safe 
Passing Law?

The NJ Safe Passing Law 
(Title 39:4-92.4)

requires drivers to use 
“due caution” when they see 

vulnerable people on the road.
•Drivers must move over a lane if 

possible (while following existing laws).
•Drivers must provide a distance of at 

least 4 feet when passing vulnerable 
road users.

•Otherwise, drivers must slow to 25mph 
and be prepared to stop until they can 
pass safely.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The New Jersey Safe Passing Law (Title 39:4-92.4) was signed into law in August of 2021.
The law provides clear rules of the road for all motorists when interacting with vulnerable road users (people on foot, bicycle, scooter, wheelchair, or otherwise not in a car, bus or truck).
The new law requires drivers to use “due caution” whenever they encounter vulnerable people on the road. 
This means that:
Drivers must move over a lane if there’s one to move into (while following all current no-passing and no speeding laws).
On a single-lane road, drivers must provide a distance of at least 4 feet to safely pass a vulnerable road user.
If 4 feet is not possible, drivers must slow to 25mph and be prepared to stop until they can pass safely without endangering those sharing the road.
This law went into effect on March 1, 2022.



What is “safe passing”?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Rather than maintaining speed and attempting to squeeze past vulnerable road users like people on bicycles, scooters, on foot, or in wheelchairs, the law requires drivers to leave at least 4 feet of distance. In other words, drivers need to provide enough space that if someone falls while being passed, they won’t be hit by the passing vehicle.
As they approach, drivers should slow down to 25mph and wait for an opportunity to pass safely and with enough space.
Drivers should be patient and cautious. Close passes can be deadly and a life is worth more than the few moments it takes to wait.
Drivers also should refrain from yelling or honking their horn. Vulnerable road users have a right to use public roads.  Car horns can be very loudto those outside a vehicle, which may startle them, causing them to swerve or fall.
Sources: 
[Image left] CAA South Central Ontario. “How to Pass Cyclists.” YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWeiiLkUHeQ
[mages right (top, middle, bottom)] New Jersey Safe Routes to School. “How to Safely Pass a Person Riding a Bicycle.” YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWeiiLkUHeQ



Why is the law essential?
It aims to prevent near misses, injuries and deaths that 
can occur when motorists pass cyclists or pedestrians on the road.

23%
increase in 
pedestrian 
fatalities

2021 was deadliest year for NJ
bicyclists & pedestrians in 30 years.

44%
increase in 
bicyclist
fatalities

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So why is this law essential? At its core, the Safe Passing Law aims to prevent the near misses, injuries and deaths that can occur when motorists pass cyclists, pedestrians, or other vulnerable road users.
2021 was the deadliest year on New Jersey’s roads in 14 years for drivers, and the deadliest in 30 years for vulnerable road users (people on foot, bicycle, scooter, wheelchair, etc.).
In 2021, 701 people were killed on the roads in our state, which was the highest number since 2007. 
While driver and passenger fatalities increased by 16% in the last year, pedestrian fatalities went up 23%, and cyclist fatalities went up 44%. 
Sources:
[Image] Street Smart. NJTPA.
New Jersey State Police. (2021). Year to Date - Statewide Fatal Crash Statistics for December 31, 2021. Trenton, NJ: New Jersey State Police, Fatal Accident Investigation Unit, downloaded April 4, 2022.



Why is the law essential?

Laws like this contribute to a cultural shift towards safer 
travel habits by establishing:

A right to the road for people (on foot, bicycle, scooter or 
wheelchair) as legitimate road users.

A responsibility of faster, heavier road users to be cautious 
around vulnerable road users.

A standard buffer of 4 feet, increasing road users’ level of comfort 
and safety.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Laws like this contribute to a cultural shift towards safer travel habits by establishing:
A right to the road for people on foot, wheelchair, bicycle, scooter, or other micromobility device as legitimate road users,
A responsibility for those driving fast, heavy vehicles to be cautious around vulnerable road users, who could be their friends, family, or neighbors, and finally, 
A standard buffer of 4 feet, increasing road users’ level of comfort and safety. This can encourage more people to feel comfortable walking or riding a bike or scooter. Being hit by a motorist from behind is one of the top fears of those who do not use active transportation modes.
Sources: [Image] New Jersey Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center




Frequently Asked Questions

Is it really that big of a deal for a driver to 
hurry up and squeeze by someone sharing 
the road?
• Yes. Fatalities are on the rise.
• Every day, people experience risky passes that leave 

no margin for error, sometimes with fatal consequences

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The following are a few of the most commonly asked questions about the law:
Q: Is it really that big of a deal for a driver to hurry up and squeeze by someone sharing the road?
A: Yes. Every day, people experience risky passes that leave no margin for error, sometimes with fatal consequences.



Frequently Asked Questions

How will police enforce the law?
•The first step is direct education given to 

drivers who violate the law. The Safe Passing 
Law joins the Move Over Law and the Stop 
and Stay Stopped Law in providing police with 
a specific citation for unsafe driving.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: How will police enforce the law?
A:  The first step is direct education given to drivers who violate the law. The Safe Passing Law joins the Move Over Law and the Stop and Stay Stopped Law in providing police officers a specific citation to issue for unsafe driving.




Frequently Asked Questions

What is the penalty if a driver 
doesn’t follow the Safe Passing 
Law? 
•$100 fine ($500 if bodily injury) and two points 

on your driving record. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: What is the penalty if a driver doesn’t follow the Safe Passing Law?
A: Drivers will receive a $100 fine for violating the law ($500 if bodily injury) and two points on their driving record.



Frequently Asked Questions

How will people learn about the Safe 
Passing Law? 
•State agencies and advocacy groups are 

working together to spread the word via social 
media posts, electronic signs, yard signs, news 
articles and special events.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: How will people learn about the Safe Passing Law?
A: State agencies and advocacy groups are working together to spread the word, via social media posts, electronic signs, yard signs, news articles and special events. 



Frequently Asked Questions

I’ve heard this sometimes referred to as 
“Oscar’s Law.” Who was Oscar?
• Oscar Zanoni was a beloved 44-year-old Metuchen resident.
• Unable to operate a car due to childhood illness, he was well known for riding 

his electric bicycle everywhere.
• Tragically, in 2020 he was fatally struck by a tractor-trailer while riding his e-bike 

on Route 27 near Vineyard Road in Edison, NJ.
• The bill was introduced in his honor by three Democratic lawmakers 

representing NJ’s 18th legislative district, which includes Metuchen and Edison.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: I’ve heard this sometimes referred to as “Oscar’s Law.” Who was Oscar?
Answer:
Oscar Zanoni was a beloved 44-year-old Metuchen resident. 
Unable to operate a car due to childhood illness, he was well known for riding his electric bicycle everywhere. 
Tragically, in 2020 he was fatally struck by a tractor-trailer while riding his e-bike on Route 27 near Vineyard Road in Edison, NJ. 
The bill was introduced in his honor by three Democratic lawmakers representing NJ’s 18th legislative district, which includes Metuchen and Edison.




Frequently Asked Questions

What if there isn’t enough space on a narrow 
road to give 4 feet while passing?

•If a 4-foot safety zone is not available, drivers 
must slow to 25mph and be prepared to stop 
until they can pass safely without endangering 
those sharing the road.  

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: What if there isn’t enough space on a narrow road to give 4 feet while passing?
A: If a 4-foot safety zone is not available, drivers must slow to 25mph and be prepared to stop until they can pass safely without endangering those sharing the road.  



Frequently Asked Questions

What if the vulnerable road user is in the 
shoulder, or a painted bike lane?

•Slow down to 25mph, approach with due 
caution, and move over a lane if possible. 
Leave 4 feet of space from the person sharing 
the road—not the painted line on the road. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: What if the vulnerable road user is in the shoulder, or a painted bike lane?  
A: Slow down to 25mph, approach with due caution, and move over a lane if possible. Leave four feet of space from the person sharing the road—not the painted line on the road. 




Frequently Asked Questions

What if the vulnerable road user is in a traffic 
circle or roundabout?

•Slow down, approach with due caution, and 
yield to the person sharing the circle until it is 
safe to pass.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: What if the vulnerable road user, that is a person on foot, bicycle or other micromobility device, is in a traffic circle or roundabout? 
A: Slow down, approach with due caution, and yield to the person sharing the circle until it is safe to pass.  




Frequently Asked Questions

How do I pass a single line of cyclists, runners, or walkers? 
What if they are travelling two-abreast?

Cyclists may legally take the full lane for their own safety. They can also legally ride two-
abreast as far to the right as “practicable”, providing they do not “impede traffic.”

Slow down, approach with due caution, and yield until it's safe to pass every person in the 
group with four feet of space.

Only move back into the lane when safely beyond the front of the group.
Do not cut off the group to make a turn in front of them.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Q: How do drivers pass a single line of cyclists, runners, or walkers? What if they are travelling two-abreast? 
A: 
First: cyclists may legally take the full lane for their own safety. They can also legally ride two-abreast as far to the right as “practicable”, providing they do not “impede traffic.” 
Second: slow down, approach with due caution, and yield until it's safe to pass every person in the group with four feet of space. 
Finally: only move back into the lane when safely beyond the front of the group. Do not cut off the group to make a turn in front of them.




How does Safe Passing relate 
to other NJ road safety laws?

 The “Slow Down, Move Over” Law 
requires motorists approaching 
authorized vehicles with emergency 
lights flashing to slow down or move 
one lane over from the incident.

 The law “protects essential workers 
like emergency responders, highway 
crews, tow truck operators, and 
others when working along the road” 
(i.e., ‘vulnerable road users’).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The new Safe Passing Law works well with other recent New Jersey road safety laws:
Firstly, the law uses similar logic and language to the well-established “Move Over” law:
The “Slow Down, Move Over” Law requires motorists approaching authorized vehicles with emergency lights flashing to slow down or move one lane over from the incident.
It “protects essential workers like emergency responders, highway crews, tow truck operators, and others when working along the road” (i.e., ‘vulnerable road users’).
In a sense, the Safe Passing Law essentially expands the scope of the Move Over Law to cover even more types of vulnerable road users.
Source
New Jersey Department of Transportation (NJDOT). (2021). “NJ Traffic Incident Management Task Force reminds motorists to Slow Down, Move Over to Save Lives.” Press Release. NJDOT News. https://www.state.nj.us/transportation/uploads/comm/news/details/comm_np_20210604_144123_SlowDownMoveOverLawPressRelease-Final.pdf



How does Safe Passing 
relate to other NJ road 
safety laws?

 The “Stop and Stay Stopped” Law 
requires drivers to stop when pedestrians 
are crossing a marked intersection, and 
yield to pedestrians crossing at unmarked 
intersections.

 The law “reinforces the importance of 
pedestrians using crosswalks, their safety 
zone, and for motorists to recognize that 
when approaching crosswalks, they must 
be alert for pedestrians.”

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Safe Passing law also uses similar logic and language to the “Stop and Stay Stopped” law
“Stop and Stay Stopped” Law requires drivers to stop when pedestrians are crossing a marked crosswalk in an intersection, and yield to pedestrians crossing at unmarked crosswalks in intersections.
It “reinforces the importance of pedestrians using crosswalks, their safety zone, and for motorists to recognize that when approaching crosswalks, they must be alert for pedestrians.”
Notice how these laws are establishing a right to space for vulnerable road users, and how drivers of heavier, faster vehicles must be responsible and exercise due caution around them.
Source:
NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety. “Pedestrian Safety”. Webpage. https://www.njoag.gov/about/divisions-and-offices/division-of-highway-traffic-safety-home/division-of-highway-traffic-safety-pedestrian-safety/



How does Safe Passing relate to other NJ road safety laws?

 Thanks to enthusiastic support and outreach efforts 
from NJDOT, DHTS, and others, these laws were great 
successes, and show NJ is working continuously to 
reduce road fatalities.

 The Safe Passing Law builds on the success of these 
existing NJ road safety laws by expanding protections 
for vulnerable road users.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thanks to enthusiastic support and outreach efforts from the NJ Department of Transportation, the NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety, and others, these laws were great successes.
These new laws show NJ is working continuously to address and reduce road fatalities.
The Safe Passing Law builds on the success of these existing NJ road safety laws by expanding protections for vulnerable road users.
As laws like this get passed, there will be a growing recognition and awareness from the general public about vulnerable road users, and safer driving behaviors when sharing the road.
Source
[Image] New Jersey State Police. “06.04.2021: Slow Down, Move Over Awareness Campaign.” YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=deFqEDGt5Og



General observations from research

Separated infrastructure 
is more effective than 

Safe Passing Laws alone 
in reducing crashes.

The law keeps 
vulnerable people safer 

on roads that lack 
separated infrastructure.

It increases the space 
given by careful drivers 
and reduces the feeling 

of danger.

Drivers will only comply if 
they believe the law is 

reasonable and 
enforceable.

An awareness campaign 
is essential.

Success relies on wide 
public awareness.

The "4 foot" distance is 
meaningful:

It protects a falling 
cyclist from colliding with 

a passing vehicle.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Research into past implementations of similar laws in other places have led to the following general observations:
Separated infrastructure is more effective than Safe Passing Laws alone in reducing crashes.
Safe Passing Laws keep vulnerable people safer on stretches of road that lack separated infrastructure.
Careful drivers who follow the Safe Passing Law leave more space when passing vulnerable road users. This reduces the feeling of danger people may have when they walk, bike or use other micromobility and active transportation options and may encourage more people to be active.
Drivers will only comply if they believe the law is reasonable and enforceable, so these concerns should be addressed in outreach messaging.
An awareness campaign is essential. Success relies on wide public awareness.
As mentioned previously, the "4 foot" distance is meaningful: A distance of 4 feet protects a falling cyclist or other road user from colliding with a passing vehicle.

Source: 
Alan M. Voorhees Transportation Center (VTC). (2012). “The 3’ Law: Lessons Learned from a National Analysis of State Policies and Interviews.” https://vtc.rutgers.edu/the-3-law-lessons-learned-from-a-national-analysis-of-state-policies-and-interviews-2012/





Methods of enforcement

Codaxus C3FT device can measure 
passing distances.

Vulnerable road users can use 
personal video as evidence in 

court.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
It’s important to know that enforcement of this law is possible. Two viable methods include:
The Codaxus C3FT device has been designed for use by law enforcement to accurately measure the distance between a passing vehicle and a C3FT-equipped bicycle. 
This allows police officers to provide easy-to-understand evidence to drivers, prosecutors, and judges regarding unsafe passing. 
It also allows police to perform “sting” operations, where officers ride device-equipped bicycles and signal ahead when passed closely. Offending drivers are then stopped and given a warning or citation.
Video camera-equipped bicyclists can use their recordings as evidence in law enforcement actions or tort cases related to crash-related injuries.

It is important to note that vulnerable road users should consult with local law enforcement about whether citations or warnings can be issued based upon video evidence and what law, regulation, or adopted practice might limit its consideration.

Source: 
League of American Bicyclists. (2018). Bicycle Friendly State Action: Safe Passing Law. https://bikeleague.org/sites/default/files/BFS_WP-Safe_Passing_law-07_2018.pdf 




Thoughts on education and outreach

 The Safe Passing Law is primarily an educational tool 
rather than a means to punish negligent motorists.

 It can be a significant step towards increasing 
bicycle safety, but only if people are aware of its 
existence.

 There should be visible displays (e.g., bumper 
stickers or posters) in places frequented by motorists
(like gas stations or MVC testing sites).

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here are a few more lessons learned from research regarding education and outreach:

Safe Passing Laws are primarily an educational tool rather than a means to punish negligent motorists.
The difficulty of enforcement, lack of awareness, and limited road space are all commonly perceived shortcomings, which can make people skeptical of the law’s benefit.
That’s why it’s important to focus on the law’s role as a means of education and awareness. 
A Safe Passing Law can be a rallying point and significant step towards increasing bicycle and pedestrian safety, but only if people are aware of its existence. 
This is often accomplished through a variety of visible displays (e.g., bumper stickers or posters). 
These should be mounted in places frequented by motorists (like gas stations or MVC testing sites). 
Source: 
League of American Bicyclists. (2018). Bicycle Friendly State Action: Safe Passing Law. https://bikeleague.org/sites/default/files/BFS_WP-Safe_Passing_law-07_2018.pdf 
[Image] Street Smart. NJTPA.




Thoughts on 
messaging

 Campaigns should focus 
on behavior change rather 
than simply informing.

 Emotional campaigns are 
more effective at 
increasing safety.

 Avoid fear-based 
emotional campaigns that 
portray micromobility as 
unsafe.

 Safety campaigns that 
personalize and humanize
vulnerable road users are 
ideal.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Too many bicycle and pedestrian safety campaigns focus on informing road users rather than on convincing people to change their behavior. 
Emotional campaigns are more effective at increasing safety than informational campaigns.
In the US, micromobility, which includes smaller, low-speed transportation devices, such as bicycles, e-bikes, e-scooters, and mobility scooters, already have a strong association with fear, which discourages more people from riding, rolling or walking. 
Practitioners and advocates should avoid fear-based emotional campaigns so as not to perpetuate that perception. 
Safety campaigns that personalize and humanize vulnerable road users are ideal.
Here are some examples from People for Bikes and Street Smart New Jersey which show cyclists and pedestrians as family members and neighbors.
Source: 
Bikes Belong Foundation. “A Review of Bicycle Safety Campaigns.” https://www.issuelab.org/resources/3783/3783.pdf 
[Images top (left, right)] People for Bikes. “Travel with Care.” https://bikeportland.org/2014/11/12/national-bike-org-launches-travel-care-safety-campaign-113367
[Image bottom] Street Smart. NJTPA.




More thoughts on messaging

 Events and giveaways reach a narrow 
audience and offer either too much or too 
little info.

 Try not to divide your audience. Aim to 
portray micromobility as a mainstream, 
ordinary option for transportation.

 Try to explain everyone’s needs and 
behaviors.

 Use an easy-to-understand message 
applicable to a wide range of people.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Event giveaways, pamphlets, and memorial rides only reach a narrow audience and have either too much or too little info. Focus on reaching people not already “plugged into” road safety circles.
Don’t divide the motorist and vulnerable road user communities. People can use a variety of ways to get around, including driving OR cycling, for example. Treat bicycles, scooters, wheelchairs, and walking as ordinary modes of transportation. 
Don’t attack drivers but try to explain vulnerable users’ needs and behaviors. People are more likely to follow the new law if they understand why it’s needed.
Use an easy-to-understand message applicable to a wide range of people. Intuitive, memorable imagery and messaging is ideal.
Here is an example from NYC Bicycle Safety Coalition’s LOOK campaign. It advocates for mutual caution between drivers and vulnerable road users. After all, no one wants to be in a crash no matter how they travel.
Source
Bikes Belong Foundation. “A Review of Bicycle Safety Campaigns.” https://www.issuelab.org/resources/3783/3783.pdf 
[Image] NYC Bicycle Safety Coalition. “LOOK.” https://www.nycbikemaps.com/spokes/look-new-nyc-bike-safety-ad-campaign/



Support from local advocates

 Successful campaigns rely on local champions and broad 
reach.

 Reach out to your own contacts and local groups to help 
increase awareness of the Safe Passing Law.

 Consider telling five friends about the new law and 
encourage them to tell five friends as well!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Successful campaigns rely on local champions and broad reach.
Reach out to your own contacts and local groups to help increase awareness of the Safe Passing Law
Consider telling five friends about the new law and encourage them to tell five friends as well!






For more information, 
visit:

NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian 
Resource Center, Rutgers:
http://njbikeped.org/nj-safe-passing-law/

NJ Bike & Walk Coalition:
https://njbwc.org/team4nj/

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Safe Passing Law coordination is being funded through: 
NJ Department of Transportation 
NJ Division of Highway Traffic Safety

For more information, visit:�NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center, Rutgers: http://njbikeped.org/nj-safe-passing-law/ �NJ Bike & Walk Coalition: https://njbwc.org/team4nj/ �

http://njbikeped.org/nj-safe-passing-law/
https://njbwc.org/team4nj/

	NJ Safe Passing Law Overview
	Acknowledgements 
	What is the new Safe Passing Law?
	What is “safe passing”?
	Why is the law essential?
	Why is the law essential?
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	Frequently Asked Questions
	How does Safe Passing relate to other NJ road safety laws?
	How does Safe Passing relate to other NJ road safety laws?
	How does Safe Passing relate to other NJ road safety laws?
	General observations from research
	Methods of enforcement
	Thoughts on education and outreach
	Thoughts on messaging
	More thoughts on messaging
	Support from local advocates
	For more information, visit:��NJ Bicycle & Pedestrian Resource Center, Rutgers:�http://njbikeped.org/nj-safe-passing-law/ ��NJ Bike & Walk Coalition:�https://njbwc.org/team4nj/ �

