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Why do we need non-fatal crash data?

“In [mid-sized city], there are about 5 fatal bicycle 
crashes a year. It’s not enough to tell us where our 

problem spots are and where we need to make 
infrastructure changes. The difference between an 
injury and a fatality is often a matter of a few feet, 

vehicle size, or how someone was hit.”



Research methods

⬢ Search of all state websites for data availability
⬢ Selected interviews with professionals responsible 

for safety data

⬡ Mainly State DOTs, university researchers, a few 
advocates who use data





To share or not to share?
“We’ve had people use our data to make wild [false] claims.”

“If you are worried about data being misused, the best thing is to release it.”

“[Most] people wouldn’t know what to do with the data if they had access to it.” 

“It allows [advocacy] groups to really have a voice. That data is indisputable.”

“We have chosen not to have it available publicly. It’s such a large database, we 
don’t want it misinterpreted.”

“The data belongs to the tax-payers. We didn’t see a reason not to put it out.”



School zones and children’s safety

⬢ 42 states have public facing data dashboards – but 
a small subset have usable information for school 
zone safety!

⬢ How can schools, municipalities, parents, and 
children make informed decisions about school 
zone safety?



Additional layers 
(e.g., Schools)



Dashboard Comprehensive 
Dashboard: 
School Bus Tab



Pedestrian Age Filter Downloadable



What is available in NJ?
Statewide data download: 
https://www.nj.gov/transportation/refdata/accident/rawdata01-current.shtm 

CHOP (Statewide) https://njsho.chop.edu/data/data-dashboard

DVRPC Dashboard https://www.dvrpc.org/webmaps/crash-data/ 

Hudson Co (With statewide characteristics) https://crashes.hudcostreets.org/ 

Also, Numetric and Safety Voyager but permission is required.

https://www.nj.gov/transportation/refdata/accident/rawdata01-current.shtm
https://njsho.chop.edu/data/data-dashboard
https://www.dvrpc.org/webmaps/crash-data/
https://crashes.hudcostreets.org/












https://crashes.h
udcostreets.org/c
/middlesex/



https://crashes.hudcostreets.org
/c/middlesex/new-brunswick/ 

https://crashes.hudcostreets.org/c/middlesex/new-brunswick/
https://crashes.hudcostreets.org/c/middlesex/new-brunswick/


Opportunities

Accessibility + Uniformity: 
• Data downloads with geographic coordinates and statewide 

dashboard.

Timeliness: 
• Fatal data is current, but non-fatal data is up to 3 years 

behind.

Accurate + Complete: 
• Electronic records and QA/QC.

Integration: 
• CHOP leads the nation in medical/crash data integration, 

but the dashboard interface is aggregated at the county 
level. None of  the other dashboards integrate any other 
dataset such as school-zone/safety data, transit data, etc. 
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