
Inspired Safe Streets

2023 & 2024
A program of

East Trenton Neighborhood

Partnering with...



Inspired Safe Streets Overview
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Partners
● East Trenton Collaborative
● Greater Mercer TMA
● City of Trenton
● McKnight Elementary School

Focus Areas (green spaces & school)
● Park access

○ N Clinton Ave
● School zone & trail access

○ Cortland St
○ Girard Ave
○ Houghton Ave 
○ Mulberry St & Rt 1 (NJDOT) 
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Community-driven
recommendations

On-the-ground quasi-permanent 
interventions

● Curb extensions
● Daylighting
● Improved crosswalks
● Beautification 

○ Planters
○ Painted designs

● Turn calming
● Pedestrian signage 
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Our Funding Sources
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● DVRPC - $6,000

● PEC Circuit Trails Community Connections - $15,000 (2 years)

● PSEG - Neighborhood Partners Program - $1,500
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N Clinton Progress

Stripe the curb extensions

Improved crosswalks (Girard crossing and Clinton crossing to be installed)

Beautification (planters looking a bit sad) 

Turn calming

Pedestrian signage

Complete Partially complete To be installed
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N Clinton Issues
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1BzIxdV4AuAU8XXIpYgXRM13reLDG5K0-/preview


N Clinton Monitoring and Feedback 
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Cassidy to fill in 
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Positives:
● Buses let out on sidewalk 
● No change to parking 

striping on Girard
● Child in backseat or 

passenger seat exit onto 
sidewalk

● Easier to merge into drive 
lane from loading zone

Negatives:
● Turning from Girard onto 

Cortland challenging due to 
intersection angle 

Considerations:
● 3 outlets - St Joes, Sherman, 

Girard (none with traffic 
signal) 

● Cortland, Houghton, 
Sherman traffic backups

School Zone/One-Way Conversion Analysis



Vertical Separation Materials Palette 
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K71 flex posts [29”H x 7.5”W]

Parking stops [6'L x 4"W x 4"H]

Lane separator [30”L x 4.75”W x 4”H] Engineered rubber curb 36”L x 5”W x 5”H



Girard Ave (Drop-off) 
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● Wider bumpouts at beginning of street 
● Wider loading zone to narrow midblock



Houghton Ave - full corridor 
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Rubber speed hump

● Wider bumpouts at beginning and end of block
● Rubber speed hump to slow traffic mid-block

○ Permanent speed humps approved for installation



Houghton Ave - zoomed in
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● Wider bumpout ● Rubber speed hump ● Wider bumpouts



Cortland St (moving from west to east)
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McKnight
Elementary



Cortland St (moving from west to east)
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McKnight
Elementary



Cortland St (moving from west to east)
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Waterworks (to pay water bill)



Cortland St (moving from west to east)
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Waterworks (to pay water bill)



School Zone Progress

Striping design

Contracting

Vertical deflection

All installation elements (Contractor for striping, PWD for the rest)

Complete Partially complete To be completed
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Petitions to add speed humps and change to one-ways 

Pass Houghton Ave and Girard Ave one-ways ordinances

Community Open House for final design feedback



Funding Opportunities
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Patronicity

● “Go Fund Me” for placemaking 
initiatives

● Used by government agencies and 
non-profit organizations

● Provides one 5k matching grant
● Resources for crowdfunding marketing, 

project coaching and vetting, 
placemaking technical support



Mulberry St & Rt 1 Progress

Councilwoman letter requesting improvements

Complete Partially complete To be completed
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Pass transverse rumble strips support motion

NJDOT agrees improvements feasible

Install elements
● High visibility crosswalk & lighting 

● ADA ramps

● Pedestrian crossing signs

● Transverse rumble strips



D&R Trail
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Current work

Future work

D&R Tr
ail

D&R Tr
ail

Capital 
City Farm

Soup Kitchen

Police Station

George 
Page Park

Elem. 
School

Elem. School



Sustainable Jersey Schools
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Sustainable Jersey Schools Grant Program (NJEA)

● 10k award vs 2k award
● Project areas of interest: Pedestrian and bicycle safety and 

promotion, school travel plans for walking and biking, safe 
routes to school policies

Next Steps:

1. Confirm partnership and eligibility with Ulysses S. Grant 
Intermediate School

2. Refine project idea
○ Traffic calming on N Clinton

23



Upcoming Grant Opportunities
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● Sep 30- PEC Circuit Trails Grant

● Oct 18- I am Trenton Community Foundation Citywide Grant

● Oct 28- Sustainable Jersey Schools Grant Program

● Oct 1- Dec 7 window- Patronicity Crowdfunding (3-6 week 
campaign)

https://pennsylvaniaenvironmentalcouncil.submittable.com/submit
https://www.iamtrenton.org/_files/ugd/231193_72416af3aec64dfeb6f9617dc8fb0da6.pdf
https://www.sustainablejerseyschools.com/grants/njea-cycle/

