
Applying Modern 
Complete Streets 

Guidance

2026 NJDOT 
Complete Streets Summit



Hello!

3

Tom DiBiase, PE, RSP2i

Project Manager, 
Transportation Planning & 

Engineering
Michael Baker International



Hello!

4

Brian Stankus
Senior Traffic Engineer

NV5



Hello!

5

Sean Meehan
Managing Director, 

Active Transportation & Safety
Alan M. Vorhees Transportation 

Center, Rutgers University



Overview of Complete Streets at NJDOT

6



• NJDOT’s vision is to 
achieve ZERO fatalities 
on all public roads by 
the year 2040.

Goal is ZERO

Source: New Jersey Strategic Highway Safety Plan 2025
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• Safe System Approach Framework
• Traffic Calming for Safer Speeds

Safe System Approach
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2009 Policy 2024 Policy
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2009 and 2024 Policies



Challenges and Opportunities
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COMPLETE 
STREET 
EXEMPT

Expand checklists Revise Exemptions

Design 
Guide

Ensure design is based 
on recent resources

2024 Policy Update

• Expanded Applicability: 
Checklists for Limited-
Scope projects

• Compliance: New 
checklist activities 
within CPM process

• Close loopholes: Fewer 
projects are exempt

• Guidance: Establish 
accepted Guidance in 
CS Handbook, Checklists

• Solutions Oriented: Where one solution isn’t possible, 
find one with fewer impacts



• To encourage and facilitate the process of Complete Streets 
Implementation, the following documents were developed

HandbookChecklists
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Complete Streets Policy Supporting Documents



• Apply to all NJDOT projects that undergo the 
Capital Project Delivery (CPD) process. 

• 2024 policy update now includes limited 
scope projects

12

PROJECT TYPE CS CHECKLIST

Full Scope

Concept 
Development

Preliminary 
Engineering

Limited Scope

Concept 
Development 

Final Design

Complete Streets Checklists



• Projects may only be 
considered for exemption 
if*:

• Non-motorized users are 
prohibited on the roadway

• Improvements are beyond 
the roadway

Complete Streets Exemption
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Source: BSIP

*See Policy Page 5



• To encourage and facilitate the process of Complete Streets 
Implementation, the following documents were developed

HandbookChecklists
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Complete Streets Policy Supporting Documents



• Overview of NJDOT Project Delivery Process

• Key Complete Streets Definitions

• Comprehensive Solutions Process

• Design Guidance on range of available solutions – 
Organized by tiers: A (most effort), B, C (easiest to implement)

• Resources: Guidance Document Links (Local & National)

CS Handbook provides:

NJDOT Complete Streets Implementation Guide 
Comprehensive Solutions Handbook (CS Handbook)
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• 2009 Policy project-based approach vs. 
• 2024 Policy  solutions-based approach

Solution Based Approach
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Full Scope
Consider Type 

A Solutions
Major 

Constraints
Limited Scope 

Consider Type 
B Solutions

Moderate
Constraints

Simple Fix 
Projects

Consider Type 
C Solutions

Preliminary 
Preferred 

Alternative 



Examples of Complete Streets Solutions
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Pedestrian-actuated traffic signals (beacons)

Curb extensions

Median refuge islands

Sidewalks

Pedestrian overpass / underpass

Pedestrian

Source: BSIP Source: BSIP

Source: nycstreetdesign.com Source: FHWASource: FHWA



Examples of Complete Streets Solutions
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Protected bicycle lane

Road dietSeparated bicycle path

Bicycle boulevard

Bicycle

Buffered bicycle lane

Source: patch.com Source: FHWA

Source: Hobokengirl.comSource: NACTO Source: traillink.com



Examples of Complete Streets Solutions
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Bus Turnouts Mountable curbMid-block curb cut

Transit Freight

Source: PennDOT Source: NACTO Source: Hamilton.ca



Complete Streets Implementation Guide
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• Purpose:
• Provide Planning and Design 

guidance for context-sensitive 
Complete Streets.

• Generally applicable on any project 
within the public right-of-way (State, 
County, and Municipal jurisdictions)

• For new construction and existing 
reconstruction

New Jersey Complete Streets Design Guide
Primary Purpose & Document Objectives
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• The DOT has provided multiple training sessions since the 
adoption of the new Complete Streets policy:

Complete Streets Policy Trainings
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May 5, 2025

September 9, 2025

June 2026

October 2026
Upcoming 
sessions



Local Support
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